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Let's Go Clothes Shopping!

N5 JAPANESE SHOPPING ROUTINE 8:56
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Today's episode is "Let's Go Buy Clothes."
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Juugatsu no hajime -- "koromogae" no kisetsu desu. Nihon ga natsufuku kara fuyufuku ni kirikaeru jiki no koto desu.

Early October -- the season of "koromogae," when Japan swaps summer clothes for winter ones.

VOCABULARY

"Koromogae" (& X ) is the twice-a-year custom of switching your wardrobe between seasons — winter clothes come out of
storage in October, summer clothes go back in around June.
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Ruukasu wa jibun nari no koromogae wo shiyou to, kuroozetto no oku kara fuyumono no hako wo toridashimashita.

Lucas pulled his winter clothes box out from the back of the closet, to do his own version of the seasonal swap.
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Sate, kyonen no ga nanika nokotteru kana...

Let's see what survived from last year...
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Hako wo akete, kyonen no fuyu ni zutto kiteita kooto wo toridashimashita.

He opened the box and pulled out the coat he'd worn all last winter.
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Are, botan ga nai... soreni, nandaka kitsui ki ga suru.

Huh, the button's gone... and it feels tighter than | remember.
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Mou, poketto ni mo mushikui no ana ga aru shi.

Oh, come on, there's a moth hole in the pocket too.
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Kyonen no kooto wa, mou hitofuyu mochisou ni arimasen.

Last year's coat was definitely not making it through another winter.
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Yuki, boku no fuyu no kooto, mou dame ni natta. Maji de, mushi ni yararetanda.

Yuki, my winter coat died. Literally -- there's moth damage.

SLANG

Saying an object "died" for something broken or ruined is a common casual exaggeration — the same way English speakers
might say a phone or a car "died."
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Uwa, shashin okutte. Chikaku de mite miru kara.

Ew! Send me a photo, | want to see this up close.
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Yametoku yo. Shinjite.

Better not. Trust me.
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Jaa, atarashii no kau shika nai ne. Taimingu mo ii yo, choudo minna koromogae shiteru jiki dashi.

Well, guess it's time to buy a new one. Good timing too -- everyone's doing their wardrobe swap right now.

CULTURE

Many Japanese schools and companies have an official date for switching uniforms between the summer and winter versions
— it's not just a personal habit, it's often institutional.
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Souka, koromogae ka. Mou sono jiki datta no, wasureteta.

Right, koromogae. I'd forgotten it was already that time.
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Nijuppun-go ni omise de au no wa dou?

Meet you at the store in twenty minutes?
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Ryoukai. Mata tasukete kurete arigatou.

Deal. Thanks for saving me again.
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Mise ni tsuku to, Ruukasu wa massugu kooto uriba ni mukaimashita.

At the store, Lucas went straight to the coats.
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Nani wo kau ka wa mou kimeteta nda -- sengetsu mita, fuudo ni kegawa ga tsuita kuroi yatsu.

| knew exactly what | was going to get: that black one with the fur-lined hood | saw last month.
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What happened?

LUCAS
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Urikire datta. Nokotteru no wa esu-saizu to ekusuearu-saizu dake.

Sold out. Only small and extra-large left.
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Sore wa zannen. Jaa, hoka no wo mite miyou ka.

That's a shame. Well, let's look at other options, then.
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Kono guree no wa warukunai ne.

This gray one looks decent.
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Uun, ii kedo, kocchi no kon no hou ga ii to omou na.

Hmm, it's nice, but | think this navy one is better.

GRAMMAR

"Hou ga" (I£5 1%) is used to recommend one option over another — "this one is better," "it'd be better to do this." It always
points at the option being picked, usually right after mentioning the alternative.
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Doko ga? Kekkou niteru to omou kedo.

Better how? They look pretty similar.
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Kon wa guree yori atatakai yo. Kiji ga atsui no.

The navy one is warmer than the gray one. Thicker fabric.

GRAMMAR

"Yori" (& D) marks what something is being compared against — "warmer than," "more than." It attaches to the thing being

outdone, not the thing winning the comparison.
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Aa, sore wa kizukanakatta.

Ah, hadn't noticed that.
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Ano, acchi no koi midori no wa?

What about that dark green one, over there?
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Sore wa kon yori usui yo. li kedo, jitsuyouteki ja nai kana.

That one's thinner than the navy. Nice, but not as practical.
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Demo hontou wa kuro no hou ga yokatta ndesho. Sonna ni hayaku akiramenaide.

But | know you wanted that black one, so let's not give up that fast.
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Kimeru mae ni, ikutsuka shichaku shitai na.

| want to at least try a few on before deciding.
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Shichakushitsu ni ikou.

Let's go to the fitting room.
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Shichakushitsu de, Ruukasu wa amari kinori shinai mama, hitotsu zutsu shichaku shite ikimashita.

In the fitting room, Lucas tried them on one by one, without much enthusiasm.
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Kono midori no wa dou?

What about this green one?

YUKI

WL E. HDIESARE D £V LA,

Ii kedo, kon no hou ga midori yori mada ii kana.

Nice, but the navy one's still better than the green.

LUCAS
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Kono chairo no wa?

What about this brown one?
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Chairo wa kon yori karui kedo, yappari kon no hou ga ii to omou na.

The brown's lighter than the navy, but | still think the navy's better.
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Sakki kara kon no hou ga ii tte itteru ne.

You just keep saying the navy's better, huh?
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Datte hontou ni sono hou ga ii mon! Demo, anata ga hoshikatta no to wa chotto chigau no wa wakaru yo.

Because it is! But | get that it's not quite what you wanted.
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Sou nan dakedo, ano kuroi no yori wa yappari miotori suru na.

It's not, but it's hard to compete with that black one.

YUKI

5253 PR
CHUFESITEBDT—RT. EFRAG L,
Kore wa dou? Futsuu no fuudo de, kegawa nashi.

What about this one, regular hood, no fur?
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Kore no hou ga, hoka no yori anata no hoshikatta mono ni chikai yo.

This one's closer to what you wanted than the others.
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Hontou ni sou da ne... soreni kocchi wa iro mo koi shi.

It really is... It's darker than the navy one too.
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Soreni, kon yori yasui shi.

And cheaper than the navy, actually.
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E, sou nano? Jaa kore, hotondo zenbu no ten de kocchi no hou ga ii tte koto ka.

Really? So this one's better in almost every way.
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Kegawa no fuudo ga nai dake. Demo ima no tokoro, hoka no yori ichiban chikai yo.

Just no fur-lined hood. But it's the closest match we've found so far.

LUCAS
L5%»<

=
CxHNICLEDD R, HIRDI-WK HBLT ST,
Jaa kore ni shiyou kana. Mou kimetai yo, shichaku shisugita.

| think I'lL go with this one, then. | want to decide already, I've tried on too many.
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Saishuuteki ni kimeru mae ni, chotto soto de kakunin shite kuru ne.

Before we decide for good, let me go check something outside.
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Suufun-go, Yuki ga hashitte modotte kimashita.

Yuki came running back a few minutes later.
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Ruukasu! Shinjirarenai yo. Sakki tenin-san ga tana ni shouhin wo hojuu shiteta no.

Lucas! You're not going to believe this. An employee was restocking the shelf just now.
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Nani wo hojuu shiteta no?

Restocking what?
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Ano kegawa fuudo no kuroi yatsu! Atarashii hako ga choudo todoita no.

The black one with the fur hood! A new box just came in.
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Maji de?! Boku no saizu aru no?

Seriously?! In my size?
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Anata no saizu aru yo. Dareka ni torareru mae ni hashitte!

In your size. Run before someone else grabs it.
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Futari wa tana made hashirimashita.

The two of them ran over to the shelf.
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Atta! Shinjirarenai.

Here it is! | can't believe it.
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Hora ne? Matta kai ga atta desho.

See? Worth the wait.
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Hontou ni. Kore, ima made shichaku shita hoka no nani yori zutto ii yo.

Definitely. This one's way better than everything else | tried.
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Soreni, kono kegawa no fuudo, hoka no fuudo yori atatakai shi. Dakara nedan mo takai nda ne, nattoku.

And the fur hood's warmer than the other hoods too -- no wonder it costs more.
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Ichien no kachi mo aru yo. Nen no tame, mou ichido kite mitai na.

Worth every yen. | want to try it on again, just to be sure.
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Douzo.

Go ahead.
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Kondo wa, Ruukasu ga egao de shichakushitsu kara dete kimashita.

This time, Lucas came out of the fitting room smiling.
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Kore wa zettai, hoka no zenbu yori ii yo.

This one's definitely better than all the others.
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Itta desho. Tsugi wa motto watashi wo shinjite yo.

Told you. Trust me more next time.
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Ryoukai. Mada mafuraa mo iru nda, furui no wa furui kooto to issho ni kiechatta kara.

Deal. | still need a scarf, the old one disappeared along with the old coat.
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Akai kocchi no ga hoka no yori suteki dashi, kuro no kooto ni mo au yo.

This red one's nicer than the others, and it matches the black coat.

LUCAS

IFAES

ALY, ToBDIESHVWVR, CNICT B K,

Hontou da, kocchi no hou ga ii ne. Kore ni suru yo.

It really is, this one's better. I'll get this one.
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Tsuide ni tebukuro mo?

Gloves too, while we're at it?
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Aa, souda. Kono kuroi no no hou ga, guree no yori mitame ga ii ne.

Oh, right. These black ones look better than these gray ones.
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Sou da ne. Sono hou ga zentai ni mo au to omou.

They are. They match the rest better too.

LUCAS
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Jaa kuroi no ni suru.

Black ones, then.
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Nittobou wa? Yoru wa hontou ni hieru kara.

And a beanie? It gets really cold out there at night.

LUCAS
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Kore wa, acchi no yori kooto ni atteru ki ga suru.

This one matches the coat more than that other one.
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Sansei, kocchi no hou ga ii ne.

Agreed, this one's better.
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Yoshi, kore de zenbu sorotta to omou.

Alright, | think that's everything now.
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Yatto da ne.

Finally.
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Futari wa, kuroi kooto to akai mafuraa, tebukuro, nittobou wo motte reji e mukaimashita.

The two of them headed to the register, with the black coat, the red scarf, the gloves, and the beanie.
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Kon no yori takaku tsuita kedo, sore dake no kachi wa atta na.

That came out more expensive than the navy one, but it was worth it.
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Hontou ni ki ni itte kiru fuku wa, maamaa na fuku yori, itsudatte kachi ga aru yo.

Clothes you actually love wearing are always worth more than clothes that are just okay.
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Sou da ne. Rainen mata kainaosu yori, ichido de chanto shita mono wo kau no ga ii yo.

True. I'd rather spend once and get it right than buy again next year.
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gia.fd:': \L;‘\b
SIRNOYIN==IRY AW

Manabu no ga hayai ne.

Learning fast, huh?
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Soto ni deru to, atarashii kooto wo kita Ruukasu wa, hajimete yoru no samusa wo ki ni sezu ni kanjimashita.

Out on the street, wearing his new coat, Lucas felt the night cold for the first time without minding it.
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Waa, kono kooto, mae no yori zutto ii na.

Wow, this coat is so much better than the one | had before.
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Hora ne? Hontou ni hoshikatta mono wo matsu kachi ga aru koto mo aru nda yo.

See? Sometimes it's worth waiting for the thing you actually wanted.
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Kondo wa chanto hokan suru yo, mushi wo zettai chikazukenai you ni suru.

Next time I'lL store the coat properly, no moths getting anywhere near it.
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li ne. Wasurenaide, koromogae wa rainen no rokugatsu ni mata kuru kara.

Good idea. Don't forget: koromogae comes around again next year, in June.

LUCAS
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Oboetoku yo! Maa... ganbaru.

I'll remember! Or at least... I'lL try.
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Sukunakutomo konkai wa, chanto shita kooto de fuyu wo mukaerareru ne.

At least this time you'll face winter with a decent coat.

LUCAS
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Soko ga daiji na tokoro da yo.
That's the important part.
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Koushite, omoigakenai mushi to, ayauku nogashita kooto no aida de, Ruukasu wa kono ue naku chokusetsuteki ni, kisetsu ni
awasete fuku wo erabu to iu koto wo mananda no deshita.

And so, between an unexpected moth and a nearly-missed coat, Lucas learned -- the most direct way possible -- what it
means to dress for the season.
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To be continued
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Want to practice at your own pace?
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With Calangolingo, you can review the dialogue with subtitles, furigana, and translation,
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and even download the episode's PDF and audio.
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You can practice roleplay like karaoke, and memorize vocabulary with flashcards in different interactive modes.

2 UISBIERICH B Ko

The link's in the description.

FREBEFELTVARVAIR. FyoRILERENILIY—TD@EMZEZ ICLT,

If you haven't subscribed yet, hit subscribe, turn on the notification bell,
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and keep an eye out for the next story! If you enjoyed it, drop a like, share it, and leave a comment.
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It really helps our channel a lot!



